The obese emergency patient: imaging challenges and solutions.
The dramatic rise in the prevalence of obesity among children and adults in the United States over the last several decades has brought several new challenges to the delivery of healthcare. The increased utilization of and dependence on imaging for accurate and timely diagnosis has placed the radiology department in a unique position in the provision of care for the obese emergency patient. Radiology practices must be cognizant of the imaging challenges presented by the obese patient and adjust their imaging algorithms accordingly to optimize all types of diagnostic studies. The article systematically reviews common pitfalls and offers methods to improve image quality when using radiography, ultrasonography, and computed tomography to image the obese patient population.